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Forty years ago Amartya Sen introduced to the 
world a novel approach to the idea of equality: 
the notion of ‘basic capability’ as ‘a morally 

relevant dimension’ and the claim that we should 
focus upon equality of basic capabilities. 

These ideas have launched an academic armada 
now proceeding under the flag of the ‘capability 
approach’. While that flag has ventured far and wide 
and engaged many areas of inquiry, this volume 
of essays is the first to explore how the capability 
approach might shed light upon labour law.

Features
•	 Explores whether and how the capability 

approach can help us understand, justify, and 
reform labour law

•	 Offers new ways of seeing and debating familiar 
and concrete labour law issues

•	 Provokes new thinking about the purpose, 
content and scope of labour law
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